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syphilis, particularly general paralysis, malarial infection has
given beneficial effects, mainly the result of the induced pyrexia.
Treatment with penicillin is now the routine practice ; large
doses are essential. The slow release products, procaine or bene-
zathine penicillin, are frequently used ; a total of 4-6 million
units, in divided doses for 8-10 days, by the intramuscular route
is required. Treatment may be combined with arsenic or bismuth
but this is rarely necessary. Other antibiotics are not so effective ;
tetracycline or chloramphenicol is sometimes used for patients who
are allergic to penicillin.
It is important to note that the rendering of a positive serum-
reaction negative by treatment does not necessarily indicate a
cure ; treatment should be continued until all signs of the disease
have cleared up and the serological tests remain persistently
negative. A complete cure is extremely difficult to determine.
There is, however, 110 doubt that syphilis is curable if proper treat-
ment is carried out in the early stages of the disease.
Yaws
Yaws is a tropical disease found mainly in the children and
young adults of rural districts. The lesions are found on the
skin, and consist of papules which develop into an encrusted
granulomatous eruption; apart from the spleen, the internal
organs are not generally affected. Yaws is not usually a venereal
disease ; it is transmitted by direct contact, the organism gaining
entrance by open wounds or slight abrasions.
The causative organism is a spirochaete, Trep. pertenue, first
described by Castellani in 1905. It is morphologically indistinguish-
able from Trep. pallidum, and it has been suggested that the two
organisms are related, i.e., yaws is a modified form of syphilis.
Conclusive evidence of this relationship has not, however, been
produced. It is well known that patients suffering from yaws
give a positive Wassermann reaction, but cross-immunity tests
indicate that the organisms are not absolutely identical* Patients
with yaws have developed syphilis and vice versa. Experiments
in monkeys have yielded the same results ; a definite immunity
was not produced by one organism against the other. It has,
nevertheless, been noted that syphilis is uncommon in individuals
who have suffered from yaws in childhood, e.g., syphilis is rare in
the Fiji Isles where yaws is rife. Further work is required before
the relationship between yaws and syphilis can be definitely
determined.